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This plan is an important step towards the
revitalization of Cambridgeport. It addresses the
diverse needs of the community by providing a

ram of balanced development that includes
housing, business development, open space, and
transportation improvements.

The urban design plan illustrates coordinated
development that will meet the goals for
revitalization. Working together, the City and
private investors can achieve redevelopment that
will benefit the Cambridge community.
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Goals of the Plan
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Unclarutiizod Rnd along
Sidney Sireat is a dominant
feamee of the Cambridpa-
oot revialiralion aved

L Cambridgeport is on the threshold of a new era. The early
twentieth cenfury witnessed the transformation of nine-
teenth century farms and marshland inte a flourishing
industrial area bordering residential and commercial
developmenl.

But in the last fwo decades, much of thal industry vanished
as Cambridgeport experienced the same industrial exodus
that touched many of the nation's urban areas. Left behind
were acres of land and buildings formerly used by industry.

Civer the last several years, the pace of
fervastment in older urban areas has
guickened throughout the United States. In
Cambridgeport, some of the old industrial
buildings have been subdivided for use Dy
the growing technical and service indusings
ihal have recentty come Lo the area. Cam- ¥
bridgeport's location in mafropolitan Boston
and the nearness of preshgous Gcademic
and research facilities will continue 1o attracl
businesses. With over one-fourth of Cam- i
bridgeport’s former industrial land now lying
unused, the community wecomes reinvest-
ment. but it wanis to ensure that the kind
and guality of redevelopment will make

the neighborhood a betler pace 1o hive

A Wore
Because of the likelihood of redevelopment, .
the Cambridge Community Development -

Deoartment I‘_"E‘\-:_]H'I g COmpresnensive piare
ning study of Cambridgeport in 1979 to Bosion Melropoiitan Area



evaluate the polantial tor growih, analy2e
development options that could benefit the
area, and draw up a plan 1o guide fulung
growih, Three yvears of research, meaings
with naighborhocd groups, and discussons
of neads and goals have led fo the Cam-
bridgeport Revitalization Plan, prasanted in
this pubhcation

The gaals of the plan are o

= promole the physical, social, and eco-
nome diversity of the merghborhoocg

« upgrade the physical and wsual
arrramnmens

= EfCOUrage balanced developmeant

To achieve these goals, the City will make
avery alfort 1o insure that regdevelopmen
n Gambridgeport will bring new housing
axpandad pob opporfunilies, a broadenegd
fax base, addidional open space, mproved
fransporiation, and other benefits to the
antire Community

The Cambridgeport Revitalization Plan pre-
senis recommendations o let developers
know the kimd of development that the City
wanis in the revitalization area. The plan
prasents specific development objectives
then suggests an wban Jdesign plan that
illusirates & scheme for coordinated develop-
ment. Finally, the plan reviews state and
faderal programs that can assist in funding
development and proposaes -""l.'l-"lil'lg changes

o guede development that will meet the
City's objectives. By publishing the plan, the
City of Cambridge Is encouraging and guid-
ing growth that will benalil Cambridgeport
and Cambridge together

Cambridgepart

Fibg rgvialirabon sl cav-
a5 mhout 100 acres, ong-
third of the Cambnoganart
g b oo, I s Doondéd
by Mazsachusehts Avenue
o i ol [P rasroad
cormoar on the e, Wewnd-
rial Benvar on B south, and
Aronkne Streal on tha

st



Community Concerns

Mamy residents, landowners, and members
of the business caommunily Comnouted o
the Cambridge Community Development
Department’s three-year planning study, The
Community Developgment Depariment neid a
series of public meetings 1o discuss the
commiunily's rdeds and dasires and 1o pras-
ant backgrownd mnformation on nousng, efo-
nomic devalopmant, iralfic, and parks and
open space. In addition. Community Devel-
opment Department stall mel frequently with
residenis, business leaders, Massachusatts
Instiute of Technology (MIT) representa-
tves, and organed communily groups

While mosl participants agreed on the desir-
akil iy o change ar d on the inadaguacy of
exisling 2onmg, there was lithe consensus
about the amount and kind of devalopmant
that would be appropriate. Opinions differed
an the relative importance of housging, jobs,
recreatonal tacilities, and refurn on
menl. Although il is impossible 1o lisl all con
CRrMG and every poani of wiew, tha falla
discussion sums up the range of opInicns
{hal were expressed

I II-I-'\--\: v

Residents

The people who live in the Cambnidgeport
nedghborhood are a diverse group, socially
and aconomically. The area has kong boeen
perceived as a blue-collar, working-class
neighbormood, but a 1980 survay”™ found thal
over half of the employed residents hold pro-
fessional jobs, while only 10%: have indus
trial jobs, Other survey results indicated thal
mose than half of Cambridgeport's adult resl
dents have ived there for lass than six
yvears, while 39% have lived n the nesghbor
hood for more than tén years

The residents’ concarns aboul redevelop-
ment are as vared as their backgrounds. As
neighbors of the revilalizabon area, hay ang
aware of the need for developrneni. Some
are mosl concernad aboutl the addibional
iraffic that new actvities may bring to
nearby residential sirees. Dihers advo

cate residential construction, but differ on

whather the housing should be market-rale
or subsidized. Many residants welcome the
pramise of new employment opporiundides
but want o ensure (hal some of Ihose johs
will go 1o Cambridgaepor residents, All have
a strong incentive o paricipate In the plan-
g process because ther inves will aimost
certainky be altected by any major develop-
ment in iher nesghborhood
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Ratabdaran of houses rofacts regidenia” gaunas
fo dmpdonee phadr nedghborfood.



Business

The business community in the revitalization
arga has a different but equally diverse set
of concerns about redevelopment. Many
Companies nave been conducling busingss
there for years and have a substantial finan-
il arvestrment on the communty. About
20% of the companies own the property
they occupy. The rest lease space from MIT,
Stimpson Properties, and a few smaller
landowners

According o a 1980 survey of business
atbiedes,” local businesses consider Cam-
bredgeport a desirable bcation and most
wani o remain there, They support redevel-
apment 10 make the area sater and morg
atlractowe Tor customers and employees, bul
iy also worry thatl réedesalopmeant will
medn a loss ol mexpansive rantals and
quasiion wheaihar they could alford renis

in new bulldings.

Landawners

The Massachusetts Institute of Technology
owns aboul hifty acrés in the revitalization
area. Some of its buildings there are used
tor academic research, bul mast of the prop-
arly 15 leased to private companias, is used
for parking, ar s currantly vacanl. MIT i
wadking o develop its underutilized land in
ihe arda. The prasence of MIT as both an
owiniel and naighbor will cartainly influancea
the kind of companies atiracted to the area

Caribrdos @ wPaire] p DhiirneoPordd Digneus ], el shmpo
civatrial DEpriet Shacly (Pl Chagier 3

Most of tha other landownears in the revitali-
zahon arga support redevelopment, but do
not anticipate mapor changes on their own
propecly. Some worry that increased land
valuas wall inflate their propery tax bills or
hat land will not be available for fuiura
expansion. Others walcome the physical
smprosvemeants thal redevelopment will bring
1o the area

City of Cambridge

The City's role, as reflected in the actions
of the City Council and public agencias, is
[0 ke thal bolh community and cily-wide
necds ang met. In dravwing up this plan, the
City has altempted Io be sensitive to the
many concerns hal ware volcsd by rasi-
dents, businesses, and landowners. The
pran channels thess Important commuenity
Concermns into proposals for change in the
revilalization area

Tha Mossachusalls inshtuie
o Techrodogy was founged
w1 1880 and moved o Cam.
Evidige in 1976, Shown hare
ang Iy playang alols, Sy
ol Conder, and' Knospe
Audidanwt in fha fore
ground watf the main
antrance on Massachuselis
Avdnd and e Conlor for
Edvih Seiances b3 the romw,
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History

The Cambridgeport revitalization area has
evolved from a scattering of farms and
homes in the Revolutionary period, through
the industrialization of the ningtéenth can-
tury, o the mix of indusiries and growing
research and development companies of
today

Settlerment was sparse in the revitalization
area before 1850. Mosi ol the land was low
and marshy axcapl for a pennsula of high
land that streiched down lowards what is
now Fort Washington. In 1775 Georga
Washington constructed a three-gun battery
atl Fort Washingion to guard againsi British
naval raids. This is the only rémainsng forlifi-
cation irom tha Siege of Boston thal ratains
its ariginal earthworks

In the mid-nneteanth century, the Grand
Junclion Railroad consiructed a rail lina

through Cambnidgaport and the Swampy
areas wera gradually filled. Ower the next

The constrection of the Grand Junclion rail ne
encouraged develpment in the indusinal anta

hundred years, many manufacturing compa-
nies, atfracted by the availability of inexpen-
sva land and ready access to the railroad
chose o locate n Cambeidgeport

By the mid-twentieth cantury, though, the
area had slipped into an économic decling
common 1o many urban industrial areas. As
the ralroads declined and trucking grew 1o
be the primary maans of freight transport,
Cambridgaport lost one of i1s advaniages as
an indusinial kcatson.

In the 1950's, the intérstate ghway system
was buill, opaning up reral land for devedop-
ment. An Cinner el highway was proposed
1o connect inlerstates from the nocth and
soulh of Boston. The highway would have
cul through Cambridge, dividing Cambridge
porl in half and taking land along Brookline
Strect. Groups throughout Cambridge were
united agamst the highway and the proposal
was eventually dropped

Aboul the same wme, modern industees
found that the obd, mulli-story warehouses
fypecal of Eam:rndg&uurl wiang Inetiscient.
Companies moved 1o areas whera land was
cheaper and mone plentrul o budld lowe-rise
struciures and large parking lofs. In Cam-
f}'IC-jDﬂG"r. the most nojake eExample was
the Simplex Wire and Cable Company,
which moved to Maing in 1969, leaving
aboul twenty-live acres of land and buildings
thal were subsequently purchased by MIT

The Simplox Wine and Cabde Company moved o
Cambriggapor? in TBSR. This fuafdng dates fram 1952
(Cambridge Hisioncal Commission]
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Prospects for Change

Crear the last twenty years, as traditional
manufacturing firms bave left the CGam-
bridgeport revitalizalion area, small new
companies have mowved in, setiing up
research and development facilikes in tha
vacated mdustrial buildings. Many af tha

businesses grew oul of research being con-
ducted at MIT, One of the first of these
companies was Manlabs on Erie Sireat,
which began in the 1950's and loday
designs prototype instruments for technical
and scientific applications

Thiz patiern of reinvasiment remains sirong
as high technology companies move inlo
renovated industrial buildings in the Cam-
bridgeport revitalization area. American Sci-
ence and Enginegring, a scientific research
and manufaciuring company, recently reno-
vated the former St Johnsbury Trucking
terminal nexi to historic Fort Washingion
Two indusirial buildings on Albany Street
have baen renovated for use by Kurzweil
Computer Products, which manufaciures
reading machines for the blind, and Cam-
bridge Ressarch Laboratory, a medical
technology research company, Renovated
buildings on Sidney and Emily Streels have
been leasad to Kioss Video Corporation
which manufactures large-screen projeclion
television sets

Thesa companis have brought a new ook
and vilality 1o the area, providing jobs for
auwar 500 peopla. Growlh is baginning in thea
residential sector as well with the construc-
tian af townhousas at the cornar of Putnam
Avenue and Sidney Street,

The biggest changes are still in the future
MIT is actiealy ;_'ll._il'lr"ur"-:_] o develop fwnenty-
seven acres of land it owns between Massa
chuselts Avenue and Facilic Sireet. Prelimi-
nary plans were outlined in a requast for
proposals that was mailed to developers in
March, 1882, The plans suggested construg-
tion of a hotel, offices, research and devel-
opment facilities, and housing

Developmeni momenium is growing in the
Cambridgepori revitalization area, under-
scoring the need for a plan to ensure thal
growth reflects the community's goals lor the
area. The Cambridgeport Revitalization Plan
presants development obyectives and an
urban design plan to guide development. 50
all members of the community can benefil
from the anlicipated changes in the ares

T fovrmar ool o uldings rave Dasn ranovaled
or uBe by resesrchl and devaicmenl linms
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Revitalization

Objectives

. The Cambridgeport revitalization area is one of the few
parts of Cambridge with acres of vacant land. The ocpporiu-
nity for extensive redevelopment means that decisions on
how the land shouwld be used and the public benefits that
should accompany development fake on added importance.

Cwer the last three years, members of the
CamBridgeport community and representa-
tives of tha City have met o discuss how
development can meed their goals. From
those discussions and research on the Cam-
bridgeport community, the Cily has estab-
lished developmenl objectives for housing
businass devealopmant, parks and open
space, and transpartation in the revitalization
area

Mazr homes i Cambridgeoce ! were bost bafare 1520

Housing

Although the revitalization area constitules
more than a third of the land in Cambridge
port, only 108 of the neighborhood popula-
lion (abouf BOD parsons) live swithan £s
boundaries, mastly near Brookline Sireet
Because the effects aof devalopment are el
throughouwt the community, this discusseon ol
housing conditions and needs covers the
entire Cambridgeport neighborhood

Housing Characteristics

There are 4100 dwelling units housing B670
persons in Cambridgeport; 20% of those
units are owner-occupied.” The types of
homes are vared, including single family
homes, row houses, three deckers, and
brick apartment buildings. About 80% of the
structures are one-, 'wo-, and I!'|r1_‘:|_'-ri_1r-1l','
dwellings

C-ambridgeport has 630 units of subsidized
housing, which are 15% of all dwelling units
in the neighborhood (the city-wide average
ig 11%)."" It ranks second among Cam-
bridge's neighborhoods in the numbes of
subsidized units, Twao-thirds of those units
ara far elderly tenants. Owver B0% of all sub-
sidized units are in three apariment build-
ings constructed sinte 1970 — 808 Memaorial
Drive, Frank Manning, and Lyndon B, John-
son. Mone of the subsidized housing is in
the ravitalization area itsel



Housing lssues

The demand for mouwsing 15 high througnout
the City of Cambridge. Opportunities for
housing construction are severely limited by
the scarcity and high price of land. Students
from schools all over the Boslon area live in
Cambridge, adding 1o ihe demand for mod
erately priced housing. Projected construc-
tion amd rehabilitation of commercial, alfice
and industrial buildings will draw more pea-
ple 1o Cambridge, increasing the demand for
housing in Cambridgeport and surrounding
neighborhoods

Housang in the Cambridgeport ravitalizaticn
area already faces problems arising from
the juxtaposition of ressdential and indusiria
uses, Persons living next 1o industrial areas
are aften subpect to truck fraffic, machenery
moises, and other characteristics of industry
that are incompatible with resdantal
neighborhoods

Housing Objectives

The Cambridgepor Revitalizalion Plan sup-
ports housing construction and rehabilitation
o help satisfy the demand for housing in
Cambridge. The location of both residential
and business development can be planned
1o reduce land wse conflicls in the Cam-
bridgeport revitalizalion area. The following
objectves support housing that encourages
the confinued diversity of the neighborhood
wihile FEMAINIng compabhbie willh the residen-
tial and business community that is now in
Cambridgeport

= New housing should be avalable for
hovseholds of ail moame lavels o rellect
e .".‘l‘_".'-g.“'ltlﬂ.rﬂljﬁ,"‘.‘ 2 overso PORLan

# Ifn;;-u.l_-:lr.'g o lowe- and moderale-incama
hausafodos should be mixed willh maraal-
priced housing wherever passible

+ Rehabilitabion of existing homes and reuse
af surlably located vacan! moushng! Dund-
.'."'lgs VoW ."'Gl_.'S'.lr':ﬂ should be an fl'."!]-":':lﬂ-!'."l'.'

« New construction show'd provide housing
WS 0 & range of sfes o acoommodate
Bafh sman ang ".'I“'E'.ll? nousenNoias

« Apariments suitable for the eldery showd
B molided in .'.il"g‘l'.'-ﬁ calg |'::'.:...':=.:'|'Z'!'.j'
devaloprmnenis

¥ |'I'|‘:I|JRI|".“!]‘ for both renlers and homeowners
15 desraone

= The densily of new housing showld be

similar fo that of the adjacent resrdaniial

ngighborhocd. Near Massachusells Ave-

nwe, & graater dansily of davelapment
wauld be appropriate

« The lpcation and design of new hausing

showld reinforce the exsting residonial
area and reduce the problam of imcom
patible uses.

The procknily of hoosang ang ndusing can cause
prokdama for bolly Fepsoents Ang SUsineEseEs

1%
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Business Development

Industry and Commerce

Crvar 100 business establishments make up
the industrial and commerncial community in
the Cambridgeport revitalization area. The
manufacturing companies in the area make
a variety of products ranging from dentures
cangy, and shoes 10 Tilm, progecton edev-
sion tubes, and reading machings for the
blind. Commercial businesses extend along
Maszachuseits Avenue and Brookline Street
with & small neighborhood retail center at
the cormer of Brookling Street and Pulnam
Avenue. Refail and service businesses
nclude furniture, jewelry, automohile parls
and repair shops, and restaurants

Many of the research and development
firms in the revitalization area were staried
by persons with ties o MIT, Harvard, or
aolher Boston area universities. While these
companias specialize in research and prod-
uct development, several also have manu-
tacturing facilities that provide both
professional and mdustrial jobs,

A0 arnployes 8l Kurrweil Compisar
Producls insirecls @ chamd oy e e of
& réading mechre for (e blnd

Employment

Companies in the Cambridgeport revitaliza-
fion area now provida about 4000 jobs, rep-
resanding 5% of all Cambridge jobs, Aboul
57% of the posihons and in manufaciuring
and 25% are in service industries; city-wide,
the proportions are almost reversed, with
23% in manufacturing and 53% in service.”

lo compele an employmenlt prabile of Cam-
bridgeport residants, the Cambridge Office
ol Manpowear Allairs survayed 1281 naigh-
borhood residents by telephonse in 1980.°°
The results show a wall-aducated popula-
hion; over 80% have graduated from high
schiod and over 45% have complatad at
east four years of college. Fifty-eight per
cent of Cambridgeport residents 18 years
old and over are in the work loree; T ol
hase persons wone unemployed al Ihe lime

Uphaiehry Modas, 8 R muanufse fus
] COMPAny, Fivaltd it furr of g
canfiry Mmolustrial hudalng in 7082



of the survey, Of those who are working,
mare than 50% hold professional jobs, 18%:
arg in clerical or sales positions, 11% ang in
service jobs, and 10°% hold industrial jobs
iprocassing, maching trades, benchwork
and structural work), The survey can be an
impariant 0ol for atiracting new businesses
o Caml::'lcgepnrl because it documents tha
presence of a well-educated labor supply
wilh a wide range of job skills

Criy-wide planning for economic develop-
ment is most concerned with expanding the
property 1ax base and providing jobs for
Cambridge residents. In 1980, the City
Council adopted an employment plan for the
Alewile revitalization area. The plan pro-
moes the hiring of Cambridge residenis by
enlising the aid of private indusiry. New
Ccompanas are ancouraged o give priority to
Cambridge residents in filling job openings

A samular ermploymeent strateqy is being used
in other developmant areas of the City and
should be extended 1o the Cambridgeport
revitalizabon area as wal

Business Davelopment Objectives

The Cambridgeport Revitalization Plan sup-
ports buginess development by encouraging
mew Lirms o move o Ihe reavilalization area
and established firms 1o strengthen their
imigstmaent in the aréa. The following
objeclives ancourage desirable business
devalsprment

« Businesses now in the Cambridgeport
rewlairzahon arga showd be ancouraged
I revmanm.

« Both commercial and indusirial compa-
mes showld be recruted bo provide a
hoalthy econamic base

« Special emphasis should be placed on
atiraciing bDusnesses thal prowvide Cam-
bridge residerts with employrment oppor-
funeies encompassng a broad range of
skill and educational levels.

 lnexpengive office and manwacluring

space shouwld be avalabie for Companas
just gefting started

Manufacturing uses should be located

away lrom residential areas or showld pro

vide appropriate buffers o avaid prob-

lems grising from incompaliblie land uses.

= The scale of development should be
compalible with nearby struchures. In
particwar, fall bultdings and high-density
development showld be located away
from awisting residential areas

Many kg of s ane proviced by businesses i the
rewiakzatan anaa

17



Parks and Open Space

Much of the revitalizalion area appears
bleak; indusirial buildings are mterspersed
wilh vacani lols covered with weads and
debris. The sireels are lined with dilapidated
lighting fixtures and utility poles, while over-
head there is a canopy of Criss-Crossing
wires. In contrast, tha nearby residental
area has many tréa-lined streals with wall
mainfaned homes and gardens.

Existing Parks

The Cambridgaport neighbarhood has @ighl
small parks and playgrounds mn addhon o
Magazine Beach, a sevenleen-acré recraa
tion sile on the bank of the Charles Rivar,
Two of the parks — Fort Washington on
Waverly Sireat and Fulmore Playground
(Peters Park) on Sidney Stresl = are localed
within the revitalization ansa

Fort Washinglon i5 a one-acng mstoric land-
mark with remnants of Revolutionary pericd
earlbworks and a gun battery. Under the
direction of the Cambridge Hisiorical Com-
mission, the wroughl-iron fence and gate
dating from 1880 have been reproduced and
ihe park was landscaped. The park has not
Dean used much in recent yaars Decause of
its 1solated Iocation in the industrial area
However, with the departure of the St
Johnsbury Trucking Company and the
arrival of new businesses in the area, usa of

.
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Hiioris Ford Washanglon is the Mrgast pdek i Mhé réwlabzaiion area.

thi park has grown. Peters Park, in the resi-
dential section of the revitalization area, s
frequently used and features a playground
and Dasketoall court

Mear the southern end of Brookling Streal 15
Hastings Square, a park with benches and
tall shade trees, ringed by large Vistanan
homes. The park is used mosily by nearby
resadents, The other parks and playgrounds
= Od Morse Playground, Lindstrom Field,
Lopez Street Playground, Dana Park, and
Alberico Playground — ara located through-
out the weastern part of Cambndgeport. Thay
provide facilities tor childean and teanagers
inchuding tat kots, lenms and baskelball
cowrts, sprinklers, and a baseball Fueld

Recreational Needs

Cambridgapart has more recreational Tacih-
fies than mary of the Lity's meghborhoods,
althouwgh tha amaunt of land desvobed 10
parks still does not meel naticnally recom-
mended standards. City-wide, the most
clearly defined recrealional need is for a
twis- 10 five-acre park with playing helds and
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racililies tor or
oridgeport resvital ;'.51":_:-'| area
few places |efl i ambridge
arge fract of I.III..L'TL-' hzed |2

ganmnzaed sports. The Cam-

5 one of the
.-l'l Hra SuUcn o
ind 15 availabla

Parks and Open Space Objectives
'mﬂ'-\.'l'.-'l"'l'l'l'l'“' INn OREN SpAace and recrea-
tional facilities are necded in the Cambs dipe-
port revita .-".-'|.:l'_.-|'| area o make the physica
emaronment more attractee 1o the banafil
af Cambridgeport residents and employeas

= The appearance of pulbi ways should be
\mproveda L RRaminn :'I' frg@es ANy o
raplacing wgniing Nxlures, and
possive, reigcatng Wity wiras under-
L FLALITN

+ Dgvelopers showld ing
and open space areas an ki
SHIEs

« Mow buildings shoulg be caralinly sifed

angd landscaped to gvoid

{'Li'-'r'-'l'.'-"-"g' |and uses

Exrsting parks showld be upgraded on a

l".'l;fl.-l-'-\.l'l' DASIS Wik rangscanmag and new

Bl

= A an "‘"ln.]l!"' Dadegingan Crossirng |
rairoad fracks should be constructed o
ek i Cambnidgeport revilalizalion area
wilh recreational facilities .'.'.'l'.l"l;:l [
|:. 'lullmq Lpl FERT,

« Land should be acqu
with recreational faciiies o
Cambridge residents
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Park Locations

Mo of AN Biinkss Serving
tha realalPARST Srdd are
IOCANT WiNR & fow Dlocks
Diiner. Newr

A8 PEsTET CAEEF fa
Massachuseiis Avtaud

Hastings Squane is used by resrdents of abl agos

Patars Park is & popular playgrownd fos
Chfcen



Transportation

The roadway sysiem in the Cambridgeport
revitalizaton area is typecal of older indus-
trial argas. The sireets and sdewalks ane in
poor condition; in soma blocks thara ane no
sidawalks saparating bulldings and streots

Railrcad tracks cwned by Conrail run along
the eastern adge of the area, bul no mone
than one fresgh trann passes each day
Howaver, the lne 5 essanbal, provding i
anly connection in ihe Boston matropolitan
araa for freight traffic from the Boston and
Maine rail systam in i morth with the Cone-
rail system 10 the south, Railroad SIQINgS,
mastly abandoned and overgrown wilh
wieads, hink industinial bulldings with the
main Conrail fracks

Existing Traffic

Motor vehicle access o and rom e revital-
ization area is adeguate now, butl heavier
traffic in the fwure could create problems
The area is bounded on the nosth by Massa-
chusetts Avenue, which is heavily travelied
by cammubers, shoppers, and delivery
trucks. To the east are the Conrail iracks
O e souih are Memorial Drive and the
Boston University Bridge. To the west is the
residantial neighborhood with narmow streets
that are only suitable for local traffic

Treck rafiv: on nepdenivel Sirpsis i &
ENQDNET i (g Navgiponnod

Tralfic counis taken in 1980 and 1981°
indicate that the streets within the revitaliza-
tion area handle traffic reasonably well, with
some congestion at intersections on the
periphery during commuting hours. Howewver
the width and pattern of sireeis limit the
amount of addiional traffic that can be
absorbed,

The type of traffic in the area is varied
irecks and cars with business thera, wahi-
cles sesking shartcuts through Cambridge,
tow trucks, and automobiles belonging to
local residents, Since frucks are not allowed
of mast of Memorial Drive, they must frave
through part of the residential neighborhood
o reach the indusirial area from major high-
ways. In addition, fairly heavy tratfic is gen-
erated by two iowing companies

Public transportation serves the area with
bus routes along Brooklme Straat an the
westarn edge and Massachusatis Avenue
gn the north. The upper portion of the area
is within walking dislance of the Ceniral
Sguare subway station.

An gvarage of 100 cars ave lowad dady fo Cambriogeport.



Traffic from New Development

HNew development in the Cambridgepor revi-
lalization area, along with projects under
consiruction in Kendall Square and East
Cambridge, will increase iralfic levels
throughout the eastern half of Cambridge,
placing an added strain on ke Cambridge-
port roadway sysiem. Long-range irafiic
plans should be guided by the type of
development expecied. For example, offices
and retail slores generale more traffic than
residential and industrial uses. The expected
mix of vehicles also depends on the uses:
wholesale and warghouse businesses are
sarved by delivery vans or trucks, whila
other uses genarate mostly automokbile
traffic.

Transportation Objectives
Transporfalion improvements are needed 1o
ancourage new cevelopmant in the ravitali-
zaton area and to handle the traffic that

developmient will bring.

» Roadways showld be repaved oF recon-
structed whare needed Throughoul the

area.

= Motor veficle access fo the area showld
be i :

= The capacity of the revitalization area o
handle fralfic showld be increased relative
fo the traffic expecied from new develop-
ment projects. Widening streets, changing
tralfic signals, and improving interzections
will be necessary. The consiruction of
new highways is neither desirable nor
financially possible.

« Traffic patterns shouid be atered lo dis-
courage through traffic and the use of
residential sireels by commuler and lruck
traffic.

« Additional public fransportation through
i revilaizaiian area should ha provided
o aleviate lralfic increases from new
development. Future use of the rallroad
corridor for public fransportalion showld
d@ consictarad,

« Walking and bicyching should be encour-
aged throughout the area. Accoss shouwld
be rproved by repaining amnd construci-
ing sidewalks and by buliding an an-
grade pedestrian and bicycle path
&cross the rallroad racks.
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Aaay of the sireels and sAdewals are i cisrepar.
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Roadway Patfern

Vahiculer fraval o and from
e davelopmand Ares
showd be avstrbuted
amang Brooskiing, Sidney,
Landsdowng, amnd

Streats, with buswiess allic
routed away froet residen-
hal Arogs.
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The Urban Design

Plan

- The urban design plan is the heart of the Cambridgeport
Revitalization Plan. It ilustrates development that meets
the revitalization objectives for housing, business develop-
ment, parks, and transportation. The urban design plan
details how redevelopment will benefit Cambridge,
as well as the Cambridgeport community.

The plan is based on design principles that
support the revitalization goals for Cam-
bridgeport; these principles include coordi-
nated design and adaptive reuse of available
buildings. The proposed location and mix of
new devalopment are essential for orderly
groswth in the revitalization area

Design Principles

The urban design plan illustrates a coordi-
nated dasign for a range of land uses, build-
g densities, and scales of davelopment on
siles throughout the 100-acre revitalization
area. In addition to proposing appropriate
devalopment for individual sites, the plan
shows the visual coherantce that can be
achieved by a systern of plazas, parks, and
landscaped straets and parking areas,

Relating the dessgn and physical lealuras

of busdimgs (height, density, bulk, buildng
materials, site crientation, ease of acoass,
amnd parking) 1o those of nearby structures is
am important part of iha urban dasgn plan.
Developers and architects should considar
how their designs contribute 1o the neighbor-
hood. For example, the height and bulk of
new buildings should nol overshadow sur-
rounding properties, and the tofal amount of
new development should nol appear to over-
wheim nearby residential areas

Rengvation of old buildings sirengthens the
historic character of Cambridgeporl. Many
industrial and commercial buikdings in the

revitalization area are architectiurally and
historically interesting. Three landmarks arg
thi Ford Assembly Plant (now used by
Polaroed). the Kennedy Buillding {Cambridge
Furniture), and the New England Confection-
ery Company building (the home of Necco
Wafers). Several structurally sound, nine-
feenth and early Iwentieth century bulldings
ine Landsdowne and Albany Streets. The
possibiity of renovating those and similar
buildings in the area should be explored

Potential Development
Sites

Most of the development proposed by the
urban design plan is for sites which are now
vacant or used for parking: in a few cases,
new development is shown on properties
where current uses are likely to change.”
On sites with existing buildings, the architec-
tural and historical quality of the buildings
and their strectural condition are considerad.
Prior to the developmeni of sites now used
for parking. arrangaments for replacamant
parking may be necessary.

Revitalization will be phased over a long
period = pearhaps ten o twenty years., Some
siles will undoubtedly aitraci developers’
mlerest soonear than others. Whatewer
seguence the development process follows,
ihe dasign principles embodied in the Cam-
bBridgaport urban desgn plan wall énsurg an
overall order to the appearance and charac-
lai of the area as it changes.

= S Apperaior be rroee fmraran abogd ey i
cmnEnE, ansl SRR






Urban Design Plan

The urban design plan illustrates development designed fo meet the
objeciives presented in the previous chapler.

Housing

Low-density housing at the same scale as the surrounding neighbor-
hood is appropriate along the upper section of Brookling Street
between Franklin and Pacific Streets and further down Brookline
Streel al Henry Streel. Medivm-densily housing 1& shown on tha
west side of Sidney Street betwean Green and Franklin Sireats.
Housing could also be part of an eventual rehabilitation of the Ford
Assembly Plant building.

Business Development
A range of business activilies is illustrated throughout the revitaliza-

tion area. Redail stores, a hotel, offices, and housing are shown
near Massachuselts Avenue. Belween Franklin and Pacific Streels,
the urban design plan shows research and development facilities.

A lower scale of development from Pacilic Streel 1o Putnam Avenue
features light industry and limited office use. The renovation scheme
for the Ford Assembly Plant building provides both offices and
housing.

Parks and Open Space

A park is illusirated in the upper part of the revitalizalion area,
whera there is a grealer need for recrealional facilities than in areas
closer to the Chares River and Magazing Beach, The park can alsg
act as a buffer belween the residential area and commercial and
indusirial uses. Streel trees and properly landscaped and screened
parking lols can serve the sama purpose while making the neigh-
borhood more attractive.
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Transporiation

The plan will require a traffic circulation pattern to serve the needs
of new development without encouraging traffic through the neigh-
borhood. By widening some streets and adapting the pattern ol one-
way streets and tralfic signals, the traffic-handling capacity of the
revitalization area can be increasad. Streal axiensions are sug-
gested to improve the flow of expected traflic: Pacific Streel across
the railroad tracks to Vassar Streel, and Waverly and Sidney Streels
through the Ford Assembly Plant parking lot to Brookling Street



